
1	
	

 
 

Austin Raza Roundtable 
February 13, 2017 

 
 
 
Mayor Steve Adler and Members of the Austin City Council 
City of Austin 
P.O. Box 1088 
Austin, TX 78701 
 
Dear Mayor Adler and Members of the Austin City Council: 
 
We, the Austin Raza Roundtable, want to share with you some serious concerns that we have 
identified with Code Next as just released.  
  
Our greatest concern is that the new code will fuel even more and faster displacement of 
longtime residents and businesses in East Austin, where our communities have already 
experienced tremendous gentrification in the past five to ten years. In this, we believe that Code 
Next is actually the most recent tool of institutionalized racism.  Related to this, there are some 
specific issues that are cringe-worthy: 

• Increased by-right development of non-residential uses in residential areas and expanded 
administrative approval may leave residents out of decisions affecting them. 

• Increased density and/or streamlined permitting will not lead to equity; for low-income 
families, there is no real difference between a $650K house and a slightly smaller $450K 
house. 

• Increased density is not curbing sprawl, it is just changing the class and color of those 
forced to sprawl—it is pushing out those who can least afford commuting costs. 

• Focus should be on "missing bottom" not the so-called “missing middle”. 
• New construction is geared toward wealthy singles, not families with kids.  
• Increased entitlements will result in higher property taxes. 
• “Imagine Austin” is widely viewed in East Austin as "Imagine Austin Without Poor 

People;" the families who built Austin are now being forced out. 
• Concern that the new T6 zoning category will result in the "final cleansing” of single 

family residential East Austin. 
• The new code does not address increased flooding that will surely accompany increased 

density without upgraded infrastructure. 
  
Things that could be done in Code Next to ameliorate but not erase these concerns: 

• Apply the same standards to all neighborhoods across the city rather than requiring 
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density in East Austin and spacious development in West Austin. 
• Eliminate subsidies for market rate housing. 
• Incorporate recommendations of the Mayor's task force on institutionalized racism when 

the report is presented in March.  
• Encourage modular/manufactured/mobile homes affordable to Workforce Families.  
• Eliminate voluntary density bonuses from the new code. 
• Include policies for reparation for displacement and relocation in the new code.  

 
If you need to contact us, you may contact Dr. Jane Rivera, our facilitator, at 512-971-8304 or 
via email at janehrivera@austin.rr.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Raza Round Table of Austin: 
Susana Almanza 
Larry Amaro 
Dan Arellano 
Edward Arevalo 
Daniel Baladez 
Miguel Barbosa-
Martinez 
Rebecca Birch 
Skylar T. Bonilla 
Ernesto Calderon 
Ruby Calderon 
Fred Cantu 
Mario Cantu 
Remi Carbajal 
Marylou Castillo 
Ricardo A. Chavira  
Viola Cobos 
Marta Cotera 
Dave Cortez 
Leonard Davila 
Bertha Delgado 
Gloria Espitia 
Caly Fernandez 
Mike Flores 
Richard Franklin  
Gabriela Fullin 
Arturo Garcia 
Manuel Ray Garcia 
Daniel Gomez 
Dr. Alfonso Gonzales 
Ester Gonzales 
Alberto C. Gonzalez 
Rosa Maria Gonzalez 
Gloria Guzman 

Monica Guzman 
Austin Hernandez 
Dora Hernandez 
Lydia Hernandez 
Tom Herrera 
Harish Kotecha 
Daniel Llanes 
Griselda Lopez 
Liz Lopez 
Dr. Patricia Lopez 
Isabel Lopez Aguilar 
Jayme Mathias 
Valerie Menard 
Chris Milk 
Brigido Mireles 
Eliza Montoya 
Gloria Moreno 
Amaru Necuametl 
Ernesto Nieto 
Julian Oliverez 
Geneva Olivia 
Robert R. Ojeda 
Bessie Orta 
Juan Oyervides 
Brandon Perez 
Alicia Perez-Hodge 
Teresa Perez-Wisely 
Anita Quintanilla 
Jill Ramirez 
Antonio Ramos 
Charles Rand 
Rene Renteria 
Gilbert Rivera 
Dr. Jane Rivera 

Pete Rivera 
Vera Rivera 
Justin Rodriguez 
Celeste Ruiz 
Dionisio Salazar 
Roen Salinas 
Eli Santiago 
Alfredo Santos 
Kenny Snodgrass 
Clotilde Softikitis 
Marcelo Tafoya 
Teofilo Tijerina 
Rachel Torres 
Juan Antonio Tovar, Jr. 
Vince Tovar 
Jose Uriegas 
Cynthia Valadez  
Cynthia Valadez-Mata 
Jr. 
Dr. Angela Valenzuela 
Peggy Vasquez 
Anita Villalobos 
Carl Webb 
Roy Woody 
Susanna Woody 
Manuel Zamarripa 
Jessica Zamarripa 
Dr. Emilio Zamora
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